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On January 11th, 50 students from the 
Academy visited Barclays� Head Of�ce at 
Canary Wharf. 

The students, from years 9, 10, 11 and 12, 
spent the day taking part in an �Interview 
Assessment Centre�, led by a variety of 
experienced Barclay�s employees. This 
consisted of six different sessions, including 
guidance on interview techniques, a problem 
solving exercise, a group interview and a 
formal one-to-one interview with a senior 
manager from Barclays. The assessment 
centre visit was a challenging experience and 
students developed greater communication 
and team work skills, while the individual 
interviews provided an excellent opportunity 
to express their own strengths. The feedback 
from the Barclays interviewers was very good 
and it was clear that the students excelled in 
their interviews. 

Mr Day, Director of Community 
Development � Harris Federation

Welcome
In this edition, we will introduce you to the work of the Science 
and Technology Faculty at Harris Academy. 

As the Assistant Principal I have two lead roles, �rstly I work with 
the co-ordinators in these two subject areas to create learning 
opportunities that are inspiring and exciting, to motivate our 
students to want to learn. Secondly I work with a dedicated 

team of Education Welfare Of�cers in our Students� Information Centre to support 
and promote good attendance and punctuality across the school.

The teachers of the Faculty of Science and Technology have brought a real 
feeling of purpose, drive and ambition to the day to day delivery of lessons in the 
Academy. They are dynamic teachers who seek the best for all of the students. 
In Science students are encouraged to learn to investigate, identify problems and 
solutions and use a range of scienti�c methods to draw conclusions. Students are 
also expected to re�ect on the impact of scienti�c developments and challenges in 
society and to see the connections between the studies that they undertake in the 
laboratory and the world in which they live. In Design and Technology, students 
are encouraged to take part in a process which values the ideas and creativity 
of others and inspires students to create their own unique designs seeing them 
through in a �nal �nished product.

We have had particular success in developing the projects that take place on 
our Faculty Fridays. Each day gives the students the opportunity to complete an 
extended piece of practical work or an investigation in either Science or Technology. 
We have all noticed how this focus gives students a real sense of achievement. 
We have also been able to use the Faculty Fridays to visit museums and places of 
interest to expand our students� experience of the role of Science and Technology 
in society. Please read on to �nd out more...

Ms Taylor  
Assistant Principal � Science and Technology (Access and Inclusion)



Students in Year 7 have been taking part in a 
rolling programme of visits to the Natural History 
Museum. The Science department embarked on 
these visits to launch the topics for the summer 
term in a rich and exciting way. The �rst round of 
visits took place on Friday 14 March 2008 with a 
third of the year 7 students on a coach trip to the 
museum. The students spent the day touring a 
range of galleries which included creepy crawlies, 
mammals, ecology and human biology. Students 
were tasked with searching for clues to help them 
answer questions based on the biology topics to 
be encountered in the summer term. We will also 
be developing our students� independent learning 
skills by asking them to use the information gained 
on the trip to design their own exhibit. There will 
be a competition in which the best judged design 
will win a prize! We hope to report on the �nal 
exhibits in a later edition of INSIGHT. 

Mr Betts

The revision and intervention programme for KS3 Science is well underway. 
Each intervention focuses on key topics, speci�c scienti�c skills and practice 
in answering SATS questions. Students will have already started their revision 
programme during lesson time but the department have also been running 
withdrawal classes during lesson time for students who are borderline level 4/5.  
In these sessions students work in small groups with teachers who are 
experienced with borderline students. The Science department is also running 
two after-school revision classes � one for higher ability students and the other 
open to all but with speci�c targeting of our 4/5 borderline students. We are very 
proud of the number of students who signed up for the Easter Holiday revision 
classes and there are many students who have already started to make positive 
changes. Their written answers, in particular, are improving. The word �it� has 
been banned from answers and was rarely seen in the mock SATS papers. A great 
improvement! Students have given positive feedback so far to the interventions 
and are feeling more con�dent and enjoying their science more. 

Ms Hedderwick

The main workshop in Design Technology is 
up and running and since opening in February 
the department has been able to start extensive 
practical projects with both KS3 and KS4. We are 
all very excited about the work that our students 
are undertaking and it is very rewarding to see 
them leave with a �nished product. As well 
as year 7 students completing a message pad 
holder, year 8 are undertaking an architectural 

project where they are looking at the structure 
of bridges, year 9 are designing and making a 
board game, year 10 are making jewellery boxes 
and year 11s are completing a �point of sale� 
display for their GCSE coursework. When you 
walk around the Design Technology rooms there 
is a buzz of activity and we are all very pleased 
to be able to make good use of the amazing 
facilities that we have in the new Academy.

In Design and Technology we ask students to 
learn about materials, designing and making 
processes and the world in which they live. 
Our year 7 students have been working on a 
project where they had to design and make a 
message pad holder with a difference. They 
were also learning about endangered animals, 
and the importance of recycling. Students 
were invited to base their design on an animal 
which is considered to at risk of extinction, 
choose a client and cater their design for a 

speci�c target market. Devon Forbes was the 
�rst student to complete a practical project in 
the D&T department. Well done Devon!

Students in Design and Technology have 
also completed some seriously �personalised 
�products for their �rst resistant materials 
project. Using modern, technical materials 
like anodised aluminium and neoprene, 
students each designed and made a pocket 
sized organiser for post-it notes using bright 
colour schemes that suit the market they were 
designed for! We have a developing collection 
of high quality end products that are emerging 
from our students and we are excited about 
the projects for the summer term.

Ms Downey




